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Trains run all day through the Dhaka slums.

|mpressed with an almost-month-long tour of Bangladesh

¢¢ y Bangladesh?”
That’s what our
friends asked us
repeatedly when they found out
about our planned visit. We didn’t
know anyone who had ever been
to Bangladesh, and it was hard to
even find a tour book (though we
ultimately found guidebooks from
both Lonely Planet and Bradt).
Several years ago I had planned to
fly over to Dhaka, Bangladesh, for
a 2-day of photo tour with Nijhoom
Tours before a separately planned
tour to India. Unfortunately, the
photo tour got canceled, but I was
impressed that the owner of Nijhoom
Tours refunded all my money — not
easy to do through the Bangladesh
monetary system. Hasan Raj, the
owner, made the comment, “We
don’t cheat people in Bangladesh.” |
remembered that.

Getting started

On Dec. 30, 2017, my wife, Janice,
and I embarked on a 27-day custom
tour of Bangladesh with Nijhoom
Tours (Dhaka, Bangladesh; nijhoom.
com). Called “Discover Bangladesh,”
the tour cost $3,100 per person,
including a driver, a guide, entrance
fees, hotels and some meals.
20 INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL NEWS, September 2018

We thought we would have to join
a group, but Hasan said that just the
two of us could start the trip anytime.
It seemed too good to be true, but the
price was right, and the flexible dates
suited my work schedule.

Janice has to travel with her legs
flat on the seat due to a medical
condition, so we cannot travel by car.
The fact that we would travel by van
sealed the deal.

We arrived in Dhaka on New
Year’s Eve to a jumble of traffic.
Hasan was there to meet us with a
smile.

of Dhaka about four times during
this trip, each time staying at the
Lakeshore Banani Hotel. (No
lakeshore there, but apparently there
is at another Banani location.)

We loved this hotel. The beds were
luxurious (though, at the time, we
didn’t know it could be otherwise),
breakfast was superb, and a wide
variety of food was offered for
dinner.

We got to know the staff, and they
came to know us. When we left, 1
even tipped the guards (with their

We had planned to take
New Year’s Day as a rest
day, but by afternoon we
had ventured out to find an
ATM. They were plenti-
ful in Dhaka, though we
were warned that getting
cash outside this major
city could be an issue.
You can get 20,000 taka
(about $240) from most
machines, so we hit the
machines with several
cards; however, in other
cities, we did find more
ATMs than we had antici-
pated.

We went into and out
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Gary LeClair
Springfield, OR

shotguns), and there were hugs all
around!

What to expect

Let’s talk about Bangladesh. If
you are expecting luxury at every
turn, I’d suggest that you stay home.
Even if you’ve traveled in Myanmar
and India, you’ll be stunned by the
poverty in Bangladesh. Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia are luxurious by
comparison.

If visiting Bangladesh, you’ll
need a vast sense of adventure and
patience. I believe that Dhaka, the
capital, has the worst traffic I've ever
seen — worse than in Delhi, Cairo. ..
you name it. The roads are blacktop
with chuckholes in abundance; some
of the holes are so deep, they’ve been
filled in with bricks!

We averaged 30 kph in the
country, and the roads were rough.
We saw buses with all the paint
scraped off their sides from rubbing
against other buses. However, we
got through the whole trip without
a scratch thanks to Litin, our skilled
driver.

So why bother? Janice and I have
traveled the world extensively —
Africa, Iran, etc. — and this was the
greatest trip we have ever taken. We
made a thousand friends. No one
bumped us, pushed us, insulted us or
was anything other than extremely
polite and courteous.

When people asked where we were
from and we replied “America,” they
shrieked with delight. Everyone we
met was immensely friendly.

Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus
seemed to accept each other with
grace, and people appeared proud
of their country and its rising
economy. They have hope for the
future.

Great hospitality

On this trip, we asked for the
best hotels available and got them.
In Dhaka, the Lakeshore Bani was
delightful. We stayed in fancy tourist
hotels in the tea-growing areas and
Call 800/486-4968 to subscribe

Students at a Hindu girls’ school.

enjoyed food as good as I’ve had
anywhere. (A huge dinner buffet cost
$10 each.)

Hasan did his best to get great
hotels, but in some rural areas there
just aren’t any. One night in the Sun-
darbans (national park), we had no
power for hours but, of course, had
flashlights. Eventually, the power did
come back on.

Also, we were warned that the
dinner at that hotel was not good, so
we stopped to stock up on a big bag
of snacks for dinner ($4 for both of
us).

Our guide, Arafat, and our driver,
Litin, took great care of us. We felt
safe at all times.

Arafat quickly figured out how
much Janice could do with her legs.
We traveled by van, boat, dugout
canoe and train. Even the second-
class train cars were excellent, but
we were booked in first class!

We are wimps with spicy food, so
Arafat had the cooks tone down the
spices for us. He also gave Janice
cooking lessons on dishes that we
still prepare at home.

We enjoyed philosophical discus-
sions with Arafat, and he and Litin
became good friends of ours. We
still correspond. Arafat even invited
us for lunch at his home, and we met
his mother, who gave us gifts.

The Bangaldeshi people are very
gentle and peaceful, treating each

other with a dignity and respect I
haven’t seen in some time. We came
home to our monstrously huge house
feeling a bit humbled.

Escape the tourist trails! Explore an unknown world!!

BANGLADESH

Private & Small Group Tours

(06 People Per Group Maximum)

Sundarbans & Rocket (08 Days) - $785 pp

10-17 Sep, 01-08 Oct, 12-19 Nov, 10-17 Dec, 2018

07-14 Jan, 11-18 Feb, 11-18 Mar, 22-29 Apr, 06-13 May, 2019
02-09 Sep, 07-14 Oct, 11-18 Nov, 09-16 Dec, 2019

World Heritage Tour (10 Days) - $1,115 pp
20-29 Nov, 2018 | 19-28 Feb, 01-10 Apr, 19-28 Nov, 2019

Highlights of Bangladesh (11 Days) - $1,070 pp
17-27 Sep, 2018 | 21-31 Jan, 08-18 Apr, 16-26 Sep, 2019

Glory of Bangladesh (14 Days) - $1,495 pp
16-29 Oct, 18-31 Dec, 2018
18-31 Mar; 15-28 Oct, 17-30 Dec, 2019

Best of Bangladesh (18 Days) - $2,080 pp
06-23 Nov, 2018 | 05-22 Feb, 05-22 Nov, 2019

Exploring Bangladesh (23 Days) - $2,615 pp
04-26 Dec, 2018 | 04-26 Mar, 03-25 Dec, 2019

Discover Bangladesh (27 Days) - $3,100 pp
03-29 Oct, 2018 | 02-28 Jan, 02-28 Oct, 2019

Winner of TripAdvisor Certificate of

©©') Excellence award in 2015,2016 & 2017

tripadvisor-

* nijhoomtours

travel your dream
House 06, Road 17, Nikunja 02, Khilkhet, Dhaka 1229
Bangladesh. Phone/What's App: +88-01758-897959
Email: hasan@nijhoom.com

visit: nijhoom.com

Concerned about security? Read numerous experiences of
the recent western travelers in our website and be
surprised! Contact us now to plan your dream trip!!
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On the river

One of the highlights of the trip
was an overnight on a Rocket paddle-
wheel steamer ship. We had a bed
that was quite comfortable, and the
next day we were served eggs and
bread for breakfast. (One floor below,
the locals slept on the wooden floor
with light blankets.)

We experienced the coldest
January Dhaka had had in a hundred
years and were ill prepared, since
the weather had been in the 70s
previously. Arafat took us to a street
market, where we each bought a
heavy Russian surplus coat for $6.

Also memorable was a 3-day
cruise through the Sundarbans, the
largest mangrove forest reserve in
the world. Our private ship had a
crew of six just for us. The food was
magnificent each day, featuring fresh
vegetables, fish, lamb and chicken
from the local markets.

None of the crew spoke English,
but we all had a great time. I passed
out cigars, and the captain, Arafat
and I enjoyed them sitting at the bow
of the ship on a comfortable bench
while the sunlight washed over us. I
felt like a pharaoh!

Each morning and evening,
Janice and I got off the boat and

MYANMAR, TIBET,

BHUTAN, INDIA
AFFORDABLE SMALL
GROUP DEPARTURE 2019

Highlights of Myanmar
Jan. 23 - Jan. 30,/ $1185.00

Tibet, Nepal & Bhutan
May 09 - May. 22/ $2899.00

The footsteps of Buddha
Feb. 07- Feb. 18/ $2880.00

Paro Festival, Bhutan
Mar. 20 - Mar. 30/ $ 2800.00

Scenic Sri Lanka
Feb. 07 - Feb. 14/ $1450.00

Third Eye Travel

www.thirdeyetravel.com
1-800-456-3393
arun@thirdeyetravel.com
4809 El Torazo Cmn., Fremont, CA 94536
CST# 2060345-10
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A day at the beach.

into a dingy, and the crew rowed
us into the quiet estuaries. Alliga-
tors near the shore let us approach
within 50 feet before they dove
into the water. Spotted deer were
in abundance.

There was fog for most of the
morning until around 10 a.m., return-
ing again in the evening, but we had
no rain the entire trip!

Our cabin was down below and
had a private toilet and sink but no
shower. The crew ran the generator
daily, so we could charge our photo
equipment. Our futon was comfort-
able though not luxurious.

On the last day of the cruise we
got cell phone service again for the
first time in three days. That was
fortunate, as the motor quit about
20 kilometers from our port. Very
quickly, Arafat contacted the ship’s
owner, who sent out a tug to push
us in. It was exciting — again dem-
onstrating the flexibility required to
travel in this country.

Feeling welcomed

We went up rivers in dugouts
powered by one-cylinder diesel
engines that are so common in
this part of the world. On multiple
occasions, we went ashore to visit
tribal villages, which we couldn’t
have done without Arafat and his
knowledge of the local area. Even if
we were delayed, our van was wait-
ing to pick us up.

All the people we met were curi-
ous about us, as many had not seen
white faces before. These wonderful,
warm people let us into their private
lives and spaces, and we felt wel-
comed and honored to be there.

I can’t say enough about our guide
and our driver, who modified the trip
as we went along based on what we
wanted to see. Arafat suggested we
skip the train to Srimangal because
the train only stops for four minutes
to let everyone off, and he was
afraid, with our luggage, that we
wouldn’t be able to get off the train

visit us at www.intltravelnews.com



The Vgetable man.

in time, so we took the van instead
(at an extra charge).

On our last day, Arafat took us to
Aarong, a department store in Dhaka
that sold crafts from all over Ban-
gladesh. We bought so many fabrics
($210 worth) that we had to go to
the market to buy another suitcase

($40) to get it all home. It was well
worth it!

Nijhoom Tours and Hasan did
everything he said they would do
and more. There were no slipups
during the entire month. I trusted
the process and was not disap-
pointed.

The only change I would have
made would be to skip the visit to
Cox’s Bazar, which is really just a
long beach. The Long Beach Hotel
there was very noisy, but with our
earplugs and white-noise machine,
we slept well.

If you’ve been to Paris and Rome
and want a trip that is truly unique,
visit the Nijhoom Tours website to
see what they have to offer. +

During the “Badu
Gili” light show, First
. Nations (Aboriginal)
Il ht art is projected onto

the eastern, Bennelong
show sail of the Sydney
Opera House each night, year-round,
at sunset and again at 7 p.m winter-
spring or 9 p.m. summer-fall. (In
the Southern Hemisphere, winter is
June-September.)

The show, which lasts about seven
minutes, was introduced in July
2017, and the programmed art was
completely revised for the first time
on July 24, 2018.

Sydney
Opera

JEWELS OF EUROPE

Fabulous architecture, stunning landscapes, rich history and no crowds!

Bulgaria, Romania & Moldova: April-October Annually
The tours can be joined separately or together as one seamless tour for best value.

The Balkans:May-June & September Annually. 12-32 Day Options

Slovenia-Croatia-Bosnia-Montenegro-Albania-Macedonia-Kosovo-Serbia; Post to Bulgaria.

Treasures of Poland: May 18-Jun 3 & Sept 14-30, 2019

A hidden treasure with wonderous architecture & fascinating history. In-depth visit.

The Caucasus: April 20-May 10 & Sep 2-22, 2019

Rich ethnic and linguistic diversity, astounding architecture, stunning landscapes.

The North Caucasus: Jun 5-26 & Sep 21-Oct 12 2019

An intimate authentic experience. Some homestays. Follows our Caucasus tour.

The Baltics: May 5-18 & September 1-14, 2019

A leisurely journey through Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Short drives, moderate walking.

Belarus-Ukraine-Moldova: May 18-Jun 5 & Sept 14-0ct, 2019
Fascinating history, impressive architecture, friendly people. Follows Baltics tour.
Pre-Tour: St. Petersbhurg & Kaliningrad

ASIA

Steeped in traditions and enormous natural beauty!

Sri Lanka: Jan 18-Feb 2, 2019 with festival
Cultural triangle, UNESCO Kandy, Yala, Galle, Bawa sites. Private encounters with artist &
prominant architect. Authentic traditional festival.

Bangladesh (6 & 10 days): February & November

Bhutan: Mar 22-Ap 1 with Paro Festival. Oct 5-17 with 3 festivals
Myanmar: Feb 12-23 & Oct with Phaung Daw Oo Festival

Enjoy the art, cultural tradtions and gracious people. Stunning monasteries, countryside.

Just emerging as a travel destination. Venture into the old cities, rural areas & Bandarban.

@riginalWorld

Hand Crafted Journeys to Africa, Asia, Middle East, Europe

Call 800/486-4968 to subscribe

AFRICA & MIDDLE EAST

Ancient civilizations, UNESCO sites, tribal & traditional cultures

Ethiopia Historic North & Omo Valley: Nov 26-Dec 15, 2018 & Jan 16-Feb 3

Visit the ancient towns during Timket festival; encounter tribal cultures. Option to join one part.

North Sudan with Cruise Abu Simbel-Aswan: Oct 6-20 2018; Feb 2-16, 2019
Archaeological sites, Nubian culture, pyramids of Meroe, the Sahara & the Nile; historian guide.

West African Kingdoms-The Ultimate Tour: Jan 7-Feb 5 & Oct-Nov, 2019

Nine countries + Akwasidae-Ashanti Royal Festival & voodoo festival Jan/ Abissa N'zima Oct.

Madagascar: Oct 22-Nov 6, 2018, Oct 16-Nov 1, 2019
View wildlife up-close; idyllic towns along Mozambique Channel, highlands, rainforest & canyons.

Iran Highlights: Apr 5-20/Sep 22-Oct 7 In-Depth: Apr 5-May 1/Sep 22-Oct 18
Option of 16 day or 27 day tour. Visits major cities & sites plus traditional villages.

Arabian Peninsula: Nov 2-16; Feb 1-16 & Nov. Gulf States Exten: 8 days

Visit five of the 7 Emirates, Musandam erninsula (Kasab), Salalah, Oman. Kuwait, Bahrain, Doha.

Jordan & Israel: April 23-May 13 & Oct 22-Nov 11, 2019

All the glories of these 2 beautiful historic countries! Option to join one country. Pre-tour Lebanon.

Tunisia: April 9-23 & October-November, 2019
Sahara Desert, UNESCO sites, Berber culture, Arab & European flavor & French speaking people!

Morocco: March 24-April 9 & October 6-22, 2019

Marrakech, over the Atlas Mountains to Fes, Meknes, Chefchaquen, Rabat, Casablanca, Essaouira

Central Asia-The Great Silk Route (5 Stans): May 10-30/31 & Oct 7-27/28
UNESCO sites, the amazing Tamgaly Petrogyphs; the autonomous Republic of Karakalpakstan.

Saudi Arabia: Feb 10-23 & Nov 3-16, 2019. Lebanon Extension

Newly open to foreigners, visit the birthplace of Islam’s vibrant cultural splendours.

Smalll Group & Custom Private Travel

888-367-6147 +inquire@originalworld.com

www.originalworld.com
CST Permit 2057026-50 4 930 Irwin St, ste 222, San Rafael, CA 94901
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